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Top 10 reasons 
for believing 
that Oswald 
acted alone 
















i 

r 

i 

\ 

f 

i 



i 

<S ! 



1FJOI IN KENNEDY'S DEATH IS EXAMINED AS A 
STRAIGI 1TFORWARD MURDER CASE. THE- 
VERDICT COMES DOWN AGAINST A CONSPIRACY 



ByStoit Van Wynshkhoiif. 

SrMiAi. in 1 1 ik (horn: and Mail 
• Wikkuw 

N O. Uic controversy about what happened in 
Dallas in 1963 probably will never cease, and 
this article suicly vs ill not end it. On the other 
hand, the tenacity of the debate often has less 
to do with a lack of conclusive evidence than with the 
furor or the opposing sides. Conspiracy theorists, in par- 
ticular. have so extended the area of debate — to the 
CIA, the Fill, the Mafia, the (Vntagon, Dallas oilmen 
and now. believe it or not. the Japanese — that the origi- 
nal dimensions of a murder ease have been forgotten. 

It is curious that such an oversight con lukc plucc to- 
day. when murder in both its fictional and non-fictional 
guises so dominates the hook -publishing industry. Any 
number of amateur sleuths in Canada alone could in- 
form the pro-conspiracy crowd that you just can’t solve 
a ease until you have the basic facts. 

In this spirit, I have drawn on a decade’s worth of re- 
search into the assassination of U.S. president John 
Kennedy to assemble a somewhat arbitrary but, I think, 
meaningful compilation of the salient points. 

J; llorvey Oswald went to work on the morning of 
Aur. 22. I%J. currying a paper package. Even Sylvia 
Meagher, the author of the classic 1967 denunciation of 
the Warren Commission, Accessories After the Fact , 
docs not deny that Oswald took with him a roughly cy- 
lindrical package not less than about two feel long. The 
best that Ms. Meagher can do is complain that the pack- 
age was not long enough: ‘The bag that Oswald carried 
on the morning of Nov. 22 was entirely too short to hold 
the disassembled rillc." She thinks it may have contained 
curtain rodsasOxwnld had claimed.! Yeah, right.) 

2. Oswald had no alibi for 12:20 p.m.. the moment of the 
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uxsassmution. I here arc crco ioic wu nesses wno saw us* 
wald in ihe Texas School Hook Depository before the 
assassination and just minutes al\cr, but there arc none 
to vouch for him when it comes to the actual lime of 
Kennedy's death. 

J. The medical evidence indicate s the president was hit 

i jusl twice, hath times from the rear. The autopsy per- „ 
- ~ lormcd at the Navul Hospital in Bcthcsda, Mil., was n 
disaster. When the llo Use of Representatives' select 
committee on assassinations reviewed the ease in 1976- 
1979, one of the things its medical panel had to do was 
condemn the autopsy, which was performed by unquali- 
fied or underquaiified personnel amid chaotic condi- 
tions. 

Conspiracy theorists such as David Lifton have 
preyed upon the uncertainty caused by the autopsy to 
advance the notion of a deliberate fraud orchestrated by 
conspirators. The trouble with this approach is that even 
incompetent autopsy physicians would .have noticed 
prior tampering with the body or subsequent tampering 
with X-rays and photos. Their silence over suen mis- 
chief, by definition, would mean they were accessories — 
yet Mr. Lifton has not the slightest intention of initiating 
any sort of legal action against them. So much for his 
“persuasive* evidence. 

Making up for the shoddy autopsy were no less thun 
three official reviews, conducted between I96R and 1979, 
of the autopsy X-rays and photographs. (The process in- 
cluded an authentication of those items by the House 
committee.) Of the 17 prominent physicians and related 
experts consulted for these reviews, all but one agreed 
that Kennedy was hit only twice, once in the upper back 
and once in the head. Both shots came from behind. The 
lone dissenter, conspiracy theorist Cyril Wccht, admitted 
in his testimony before the House committee that signs 
of any additional shot were "very meagre." 

4 . Trajectory unulys'is shows that the shots came from the 
upper southeast corner of the depository. After determin- 
ing the location of the wounds, the majority of the com- 
mittee's medical panel turned this data over to a NASA 
trajectory specialist named Thomas Canning. Canning 
factored in the layouts of Dcalcy Plaza and the presi- 
dential limousine, plus the postures of Kennedy and 
Texas Governor John Connally as shown in photos, 
With all this information, lie calculated the trajectories 
that would have caused: I . Kennedy's wounds below the 
head; 2. those wounds plus all of Conually's wounds 
(this being the much-dreaded, single-bullet scenario); 
and 3. Kennedy's head injuries, f*ach time, the trajecto- 
ries led back to the upper southeast corner of the deposi- 

• lory. 

In 1992. a firm called failure Analysis Associates at- 
tempted another trajectory study, utilizing far more 
computer power. Again, the trajectories pointed to the 
upper southeast corner of the depository. 

• 5. The rifle that Pallas police said they found in the de- 
pository was Oswald's rifle. The Mannlichcr-Carcano 
had been mail-ordered by a person using the name of 
"A. I lidcll." but the return address was a Dallas post-of- 
fice box acquired by someone signing himself “Lee II. 
Oswald." five handwriting experts consulted by the 





Warren Commission and the House committee unani- 
mously agreed that the latter signature was that of Lee 
Harvey Oswald. 

In the famous "back-yard* photographs taken by Os- 
wald’s wife Marina, in which Oswald is depicted bran- 
dishing a rifle and far-left-wing literature, the same 
Mannlichcr-Carcano is shown. These photos inspire 
claims of fraud to this day, hut Ihc phutogiuphic panel 
or the committee examined them right down to their 
grains and found no reason to declare them fakes. 

6. Ammunition specimens recovered after the dssttssina - 
tion had been fired from Oswald's njle. Those specimens 
retrieved from the limousine large enough to bear rifling 
marks were checked by the Kill and found to have origi- 
nated from Oswald’s rifle. The FUI blamed the same riftc 
for the notorious "magic bullet," which was found on a 
stretcher at Parkland Memorial Hospital in Dallas, to 
which Kennedy and Connally had been rushed. 

7. Tiny bullet fragments removed from the bodies of Ken- 
nedy and Connolly were linked to the large ammunitmn 
specimens. The select committee had all bullets and 
fragments subjected to neutron-activation analyst* a 
furcmuc process used to identify unknown subs lances 
A highly probable" match was obtained between frap- 
mcnls removed from Kennedy’s head and Ihc nose of ’a 
bullet foundjn the front interior of.thc limousine In 
other words, they were probably from the same bullet. 
(Along with the stretcher bullet, the 



nose portion was ballistically con- 
nected to Oswald’s rifle.) Another 
"highly probable" match was found 
.between fragments removed from 
Connally’j right wrist and the 
stretcher bullet, meaning that the 
stretcher bullet was not so magical, 
after all — it apparently did go 
through people. The neutron-acti- 
vation testing implied Ihc presence 
of onlv two bullets, which accorded 
with tho medical consensus. 

8. Oswald's fingerprints were found 
at the window from which the shots 
presumable were fired. Due lo a 
blunder, fingerprint evidence in the 
assassination docs not have n good 
reputation. On the evening of the as- 
sassination day, a fingerprint speci- 
alist of the Dallas police found Os- 
wald’s’ palm print on the rifle and he 
made a "lifting" of it using tape. Me 
was interrupted when the Kill 
moved to take over the ease and he 
relinquished the rifle, with his work 
on it unfinished. When the FBI fi- 
nally examined the rifle, the palm 
print was no longer there. 

Assassination researchers have 
long been delighted by the vanishing 
rifle palm print, contending it never 
existed in the first place. Overlooked 
■* the inevitable confusion caused 
when one police force assumes con- 
trol of a case, fro in another IVrhaps. 
(as the Warren Commission sug- 
gested) the lifting of the print by the 
Dallas officer destroyed it. and he 
never realized what he had done. A 
conspiracy so maladroit as to be that 
obvious is a conspiracy that would 
have been rooted out long ago. No- 
body has ever been able lo prove 






criminal imcni. 

An even belter argument against 
conspiracy over the palm print is the 
relative unimportance of the print. 
The rifle was Oswald's rifle beyond 
doubt, and nil the print meant was 
that he had touched it prior to (he 
assassination. 

Also, prints of greater significance 



I lie possible trajectory of an early shot from the 
Texas Selmol Hook Depositor) (alimc) into the 
street. A still from a hotnc-iitiitie earners shoos John 
Kennedy after lie was struck by Hie fatal build. 

were found elsewhere, and these prims came through 
wifhottl any trouble. Someone had deliberately placed 
boxes up againsl the window on lltc sixth lloor of the 
depository from which the shots arc supposed to have 
been Hred. These particular boxes did nol belong in that 
part of the building, and the assumption is that they were 
used to prop up the rifle during shooting. The only iden- 
l ilia hie prints found on (lie boxes were those of ( Jswuld. 

9 OmuiM Jlcd front the ttvpo\ilnry. When lie was ar- 
rested not long after the assassination. Oswald was in 
possession of a token for u bus transfer. I his item was 
dated Nov. 22, 1963, it was a "p m.** transfer (as op- 
posed to an "a. in.* one), it bore the name of the route m 
question, and the driver's punch-mark was. in accord- 
ance with Dallas bus practice, specific to only one driver. 

1 his was laughably simple and police located the driver 
in a few hours. 

1 he driver (old the Warren Commission he naid little 
altciilion to the passengers (hat day. and thus he was of 
minimal use in identifying Oswald, but lie did remember 
dial he issued only two iransfeis on (lie entire route, and 
he gave both lo frustrated pussengci s who got olT amid 
(lie UalTic jam lhat developed around the depository af- 
ter the assassination. 

Consulting his schedule, the driver reckoned lie issued 
the transfers no lalcr Ilian 12:45 p in. The assassination 
was at 12:30. Walking (o a bus slop, wailing for a bus, 
and then riding a bus for a short lime would have con- 
sumed several minutes, meaning that Oswald was out of 
the depository very soon after live shots were fired. 

10. Vierc is no convineir ig fWi/cMct* of aJilitioiutl gun- 



men. t or years, conspiracy theorists have pointed to 
such things as minute blobs in photographs to support 
llicir claims of gunmen on (lie grassy knoll, the House 
select committee's photographic panel scrutinized a 
number of alleged images of gunmen and was unable 
lo confirm a single sniper. 

One eyewitness,. Jean Hill, has won some Tame hv 
claiming shr saw a rifleman on the knoll but a Cana- 
dian assassination researcher named IVier Whitney has 
assembled a dcvnMaiiin* survey of 
(he number of limes Ms. Hill has 
altered her story. 

None of this is surprising, be- 
cause the grassy knoll is a ridicu- 
lous location for an assassin. Any 
detailed man or Dcalcy Plaza shows 
lhat the only place of concealment 
on the knoll was a picket fence al 
Ihc crest, behind that fence was a 
wide-open expanse of a parking lot 
and a railroad yard. Any one w ish- 
ing to shool from the fence was 
begging lo be seen from the rear. 

1 here arc those who Mill bring up 
ihc mailer of Kennedy's unusual 
head movement in the Abraham 
Zapruder film. (The head jerks to 
Ihc rear and left after officially be- 
ing blasted from the rear ) As far 
back as 1976. Nobel Prize-winning 
physicist Luis Alvarez pointed out 
in the American Journal of Physics 
that it was possible lor an object 
pierced right through by a bullet to* 
resist moving in (lie same direction 
as the build. 

I he ghoulish trick here is (hat 
there has to be matter within the 
object that can be transformed into 
a “jet" spraying out the exit hole 
Such a jel can he strong enough lo 
counter the forward momentum 
imparted to the object by the bullet. 

The irony here is lhat the only 
reason Dr. Alvarez, tooled at |l»* 
head movement was because of the 
urging of one of his graduate stu- 
dents. Paul I loch. Today. Mr. (loch 
is one of (lie most respected assassi- 
nation researchers, and his name 
regularly turns up in the acknowl- 
edgement sections of conspiracy 
books. He accepts (lie Alvarez find- 
ing and docs not view the head 
movement as significant. 
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The famous ‘hack-yard’ 
photographs in which 
Oswald is depicted 
brandishing a rifle and 
left-wing literature 
inspired claims of fraud, 
but a photographic panel 
.examined them right 
down to their grains nnd 
found no reason to 
declare them fakes 




